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WHO declares virus a global pandemic 


D.C. calls state 
of emergency 
as Cases rise 


BY JENNA PORTNOY, 
FENIT NIRAPPIL 
AND DARRAN SIMON 


D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser 
declared a state of emergency 
Wednesday that allows her to 
enforce quarantines and cancel- 
lations to slow the spread of the 
coronavirus, as major churches 
and organizations in and around 
the nation’s capital said they 
would shut down for the rest of 
the month. 

The Episcopal Dioceses of 
Washington and Virginia said 
churches including Washington 
National Cathedral would close 
for two weeks. The Walter E. 
Washington Convention Center 
canceled upcoming events, as 
did the promoter of concerts at 
the Anthem, the 9:30 Club, the 
Lincoln Theater and U Street 
Music Hall. 

Organizers said parts of the 
annual Cherry Blossom Festival 
would be shelved, the Rock ‘n’ 
Roll Marathon had its city per- 
mit pulled, and the St. Patrick’s 
Day parade scheduled for Sun- 
day was postponed indefinitely. 

More colleges and schools an- 
nounced plans to close for deep 
cleaning or move to online class- 
es. 

Bowser announced six new 
coronavirus cases, including two 
not linked to any known source 
of infection, bringing the total 
number of confirmed cases in 
the District, Maryland and Vir- 
ginia to at least 33. 

She said the city has leased an 

SEE REGION ON A18 


More coverage 
Relief package: Democrats move 
toward speedy vote in House. A12 


‘Nota bailout’: White House could 
aid firms hurt by cancellations. A13 


30-day ban: Trump suspends 
travel from most of Europe. A14 


‘Pandemic’ declared: The WHO’s 
move has global implications. A15 


Blossom festival: Organizers cut 
events to reduce large crowds. B1 
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Workers in protective suits and respirators enter the Life Care Center in Kirkland, Wash., to begin disinfection procedures. Washington 
state has the highest number of coronavirus cases and deaths in the United States, with many of the deaths linked to the Kirkland facility. 


Job losses mount as fear 
jams the gears of industry 


BY ABHA BHATTARAI, 
HEATHER LONG 
AND RACHEL SIEGEL 


The coronavirus outbreak is 
taking a heavy toll on the U.S. 
economy, triggering hundreds of 
layoffs over the past week and 
halting a historic 11-year bull 
market in stocks. 

Strong job growth and soar- 
ing financial markets have fu- 
eled the U.S. economic expan- 
sion over the past decade. Now, 
the rapid market decline and 
initial layoffs are heightening 
fears that the longest growth 
period in U.S. history could come 
to a sudden end, just a month 
after unemployment stood at a 


half-century low. 

The Dow Jones industrial av- 
erage lost 1,465 points, or 
5.9 percent, on Wednesday with 
every sector slumping after the 
World Health Organization des- 
ignated the novel coronavirus a 
pandemic. The Dow closed in 
bear market territory, meaning 
it had dropped more than 
20 percent from its high less 
than a month ago. 

Airlines, hotels, travel agen- 
cies and event companies have 
all been suffering, but interviews 
with more than two dozen firms 
and workers reveal that the pain 
is translating into layoffs in a 
wider circle of industries, in- 

SEE ECONOMY ON A12 


NBA suspends season; NCAA bans 
fans from basketball tournaments 


BY ADAM KILGORE 
AND BEN GOLLIVER 


The U.S. sports world faced a 
day of reckoning in confronting 
the coronavirus Wednesday as 
the National Basketball Associa- 
tion suspended its season after a 
player tested positive and the 
National Collegiate Athletic As- 
sociation banned spectators 
from its marquee basketball 
tournaments, a dual shock that 
underscored the pervasiveness of 
the outbreak. 

As public health officials and 
local governments escalated rec- 
ommendations and orders 
against large gatherings, sport- 
ing events became the most 


prominent and most prevalent 
casualties, leaving Americans 
without one of their primary 
communal experiences as spring 
dawns amid a pandemic. 

As the NCAA announced an 
unprecedented measure, the 
NBA became the first U.S. sports 
league to halt its season since the 
wake of the Sept. 11, 2001, terror- 
ist attacks. 

In a startling scene, Utah Jazz 
and Oklahoma City Thunder 
players left the Chesapeake Ener- 
gy Center court in Oklahoma City 
shortly before tip-off after league 
officials alerted the teams of 
Utah center Rudy Gobert’s posi- 
tive test. 

SEE SPORTS ON A13 


NATIONS RAMP UP 
THEIR RESPONSES 


U.S. to clamp down 
on travel from Europe 


BY KATIE ZEZIMA, 
Tim CRAIG, 
WILLIAM WAN 
AND FELICIA SONMEZ 


The World Health Organiza- 
tion on Wednesday declared the 
coronavirus a global pandemic 
as countries and municipalities 
took increasingly dramatic mea- 
sures to slow the spread of the 
deadly contagion, including 
President Trump’s announce- 
ment that he is sharply restrict- 
ing travel to the United States 
from Europe for 30 days, begin- 
ning Friday at midnight. 

In an Oval Office address 
Wednesday night, Trump said 
that his European travel restric- 
tions will not include the United 
Kingdom and will include excep- 
tions for Americans who have 
received “appropriate screen- 
ings.” He and administration of- 
ficials later tweeted that the re- 
strictions apply only to people, 
not goods and trade, and will not 
include a bar on U.S. citizens or 
legal permanent residents. 
Trump spoke sternly about what 
he called a “foreign virus” that 
“started in China and is now 
spreading throughout the 
world.” 

“The virus will not have a 
chance against us,” Trump said. 
“No nation is more prepared or 
more resilient than the United 
States.” 

Though Trump repeated his 
assertion that the risk to most 
Americans is “very, very low,” 
world leaders conceded Wednes- 
day that the disease almost cer- 
tainly will become a far worse 
problem amid a global scramble 
to keep people from traveling 
and gathering in public spaces. 
Trump administration officials 
also warned that the situation 
will deteriorate in the United 
States. 

The WHO declaration was a 
reflection of the alarm that coun- 
tries are not working quickly and 
aggressively enough to fight the 
virus and that the control mea- 
sures now in place might have 

SEE VIRUS ON All 
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Scaling up his campaign, 
Biden turns focus to Trump 


BY MATT VISER 
AND MICHAEL SCHERER 


A day after another string of 
dominant victories that moved 
him closer to the Democratic 
presidential nomination, Joe 
Biden’s campaign was working to 
reboot amid broad concerns with- 
in the party that his current oper- 
ation is ill-equipped to match 
President Trump’s behemoth re- 
election effort. 

Biden pulled off the most stun- 
ningly swift turnaround in mod- 
ern political history with a rela- 
tively small staff, underwhelming 
fundraising and a campaign occa- 
sionally marked by dysfunction 
and turmoil. 

After he finished fifth in New 
Hampshire just four weeks ago, 
there were questions about how 


his campaign could gracefully 
end. But Biden now has won at 
least 15 of the last 21 voting states, 
making him the candidate likeli- 
est to face Trump in a highly 
polarized, extremely expensive 
general election. 

Biden’s advisers are taking 
steps to expand virtually all parts 
of his shoestring campaign opera- 
tion, from finance, field and com- 
munications departments to the 
senior leadership team, answer- 
ing the concerns of senior Demo- 
crats who are bracing for a new 
wave of assaults from Trump. 

That effort will occur even as 
Biden continues to battle for dele- 
gates with Sen. Bernie Sanders 

SEE BIDEN ON A4 


Sanders stays in race: He plans 
to debate Joe Biden on Sunday. A5 
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Tarale Wulff, right, a supporting witness in the sexual assault case against Harvey Weinstein, hugs 
her attorney, Gloria Allred, outside court Wednesday in New York after the sentencing hearing. 


Weinstein gets 
23-year sentence 
for sex assaults 


BY SHAYNA JACOBS 


NEW YORK — Harvey Weinstein 
was sentenced to 23 years in 
prison Wednesday for sexually 
assaulting two women, punctuat- 
ing a landmark case against the 
once-powerful movie producer 
whose downfall brought atten- 
tion to the #MeToo movement. 

In its verdict Feb. 24, a jury 
found that Weinstein, 67, forced 
oral sex on former production 
assistant Mimi Haleyi, now 42, at 
his apartment in 2006 and raped 
onetime aspiring actress Jessica 
Mann, now 34, at a DoubleTree 
hotel in 2013. 

The sentence is seen as a victo- 
ry for the #MeToo movement, 
which has toppled numerous 
powerful men accused of sexual 
misconduct in recent years, trans- 

SEE WEINSTEIN ON A10 


IN THE NEWS 


Immigration The Supreme Court allowed 
Trump’s “Remain in Mexico” policy for 
asylum seekers to proceed during appeals. A4 


CAROLYN VAN HOUTEN/THE WASHINGTON POST 


THE NATION against Iran without 
Breaking with recent congressional approval. 
practice, Secretary of A veto is expected. A3 
State Mike Pompeo sin- | The House passed a 
gled out four adversary compromise bill on 
nations for abuses in an changes to the govern- 
annual report on human  ment’s surveillance au- 
rights without mention- _ thority while imposing 
ing allies’ transgres- new requirements on 
sions. A2 the FBI. A3 

U.S. authorities ar- 

rested hundreds across THE w OR LD . 

the nation associated Mali’s tiny army is fac- 
with Mexico’s Jalisco ing a weapon and supply 
New Generation drug shortage as the world’s 
cartel. A2 fastest-growing Islamist 
The House passed a insurgency gains ground 
resolution limiting Pres- | 1 West Africa. A6 

ident Trump’s ability to Russian lawmakers 
launch a military attack | SUpported an amend- 


ment that would give 
President Vladimir Pu- 
tin a chance to keep his 
grip on power possibly 
into the next decade. A7 


THE ECONOMY 

Stocks fell so far and so 
fast that the Dow offi- 
cially tipped into a bear 
market, ending a record 
11-year rally. A8 

The rocket and space- 
craft NASA plans to use 
to get astronauts to the 
moon may cost $50 bil- 
lion, a watchdog said. A9 
In a furious exchange 
over the coronavirus, 
President Trump urged 
Treasury Secretary Ste- 
ven Mnuchin to encour- 
age the Federal Reserve 


chair to stimulate the 
economy, three officials 
said. A10 


THE REGION 

A $4.58 billion budget 
proposal in Prince 
George’s County boosts 
funding for education 
and public safety. B3 
D.C. Mayor Muriel E. 
Bowser signed emergen- 
cy legislation banning 
kits used to make “ghost 
guns,” which are un- 
traceable. B4 

Former D.C. Council 
member Jack Evans ap- 
peared to qualify for 
public funding in his 
campaign to retake the 
seat he resigned from in 
an ethics scandal. B5 
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LOCAL LIVING 
Nourishing mom 
Traditional postpartum 
diets can feed the soul 
as well as the body. 


STYLE 

In ‘be best’ mode 
Melania Trump speaks at 
a national PTA conference 
without mentioning the 
coronavirus crisis. C1 
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